and the development of large numbers of gap junctions between myometrial cells (Garfield et al., 1980a; Verhoeff and Garfield, 1986) . It is believed that the developments of OT receptors and gap junctions are crucial to the initiation and propagation of labor, and these two events are regulated by the ovarian hormones, estrogen and progesterone (Burghardt et al., 1984a (Burghardt et al., ,b, 1987 reviewed by Soloff, 1985 and Verhoeff and Garfield, 1986) .
Prostaglandins (PGs) are also released in large amounts by the parturient uterus (Aiken, 1972; Williams et a!., 1974; Chan, 1977 ). There appears to be a direct relationship between uterine PG production and OT sensitivity (Roberts and McCracken, 1976; Dubin et al., 1979; Chan, 1983 
